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hcntls and reacts from the angle of vision governed by
the idea, Hut the man who is orientated to the object,
apprehends and reacts from the standpoint of his sensation,
For him the abstract is of secondary importance, since
what must be thought about things seems to him relatively
inessential, while with the former it is just the reverse,
The man who is orientated to the object is naturally
nominalistic; "the name is sound and smoke * (Goethe's
Faust) in so far as he has not yet learnt to compensate his
objective attitude. Should this latter event take place,
he will become, if he has the necessary ability, an over-
nice logician, one who is constantly on the lookout for
a meticulousness, a method and a dullness that can equal
his own. The man who is orientated to the idea is
naturally logical; that is why, when all is said and done,
he can neither understand nor appreciate text-book logic*
The development towards a compensation of his type j
makes him, as we saw in Tertullian, a man of passionate •
feeling, whose feelings, however, remain within the magic
circle of his ideas. But the man who is a logician by
compensation remains with his world of ideas within the
magic circle of his object.
With these reflections we come to the shaded side of
Abtilard's thought His attempt at solution is one-sided.
If in the opposition between nominalism and realism it
were merely a question of logical-intellectual arrangement,
it would be incomprehensible why no terminal conclusion
other than a paradox is possible. But since it is a question
of a psychological opposition, a one-sided intellectual
formulation must end in paradox, " Sic et homo ct nullus
homo species vocitatur", ("Thus both man and not-man
are called species"). The logico-intellectual expression
is absolutely incapable, even in the form of the sermo, of
providing that mediatory formula which can do justice
to the real natures of the two opposing psychological

